220         THEODORE ROOSEVELT AND HIS TIME

WHITE HOUSE, WASHINGTON,

March 24, 1903.
My dear Judge Gray:

Pray permit me through you to thank the members of
the Anthracite Coal Strike Commission for as important
a piece of public service as any equal number of men have
in our time rendered the country. When you were ap-
pointed, we were within measurable distance of a great
national calamity. By your acceptance of the position, and
the wisdom, fearlessness and absolute fairness of your
course since, you not only averted that calamity but per-
formed great and lasting service to the nation. This service
was rendered at a heavy personal cost to each of you, and
to those of your body who were in public service it was
simply an additional burden. But such service as you gave
could not be bought, and perhaps it is as well for the coun-
try that it should be given at a personal sacrifice, as was
true in this case. Thanking you again most heartily, I am

Sincerely yours,
(Signed)     THEODOBE KOOSEVELT.